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Factsheet 7: International Recognition of HKDSE and Overseas Study
(excerpted from Career Mapping, p.43-44)

The Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) announced in January 2010
that the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) has been accepted by UCAS
(the UK’s higher education admissions service) onto the Tariff, a points-based system which
benchmarks qualifications against the UK's A Level in order to assess students’ suitability for

higher education.

The UCAS tariff points for HKDSE (for 23 HKDSE subjects, except Mathematics)

Level Tariff Remarks

G** NA To be allocated after the first administration of the
HKDSE Examination in 2012.

5* 130 Between grades A and A* in the 2010 GCE A Level
Examination

5 120 Comparable to grade A in the 2010 GCE A Level
Examination

4 80 Comparable to grade C in the 2010 GCE A Level
Examination

3 40 Comparable to grade E in the 2010 GCE A Level
Examination

Note: Tariff points for the highest level of achievement, i.e. Level 5**, will be allocated when
further evidence can be gathered after the first administration of the HKDSE Examination in

2012.

UCAS Tariff points for Mathematics: (The overall performance is indicated by the combined
tariff points to both parts)

Level Compulsory Extended Remarks
Part Part

5** NA NA To be allocated after the first
administration of HKDSE Examination in
2012.

5* 60 70
© 430 points (60+70) for 5* in both
compulsory and extended parts —
between grades A and A* in the 2010

3 5 50 GCE A L(_evel Examlnatlon* _
© 420 points (60+60) for 5* in the

g gg 28 compulsory part and 5 in the extended

part — comparable to grade A in the 2010
GCE A Level Examination
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Matching HKDSE levels with UCAS tariff

UCAS | HKDSE | HKDSE (Math) GCEA Advanced CIE International Scottish Advanced
Tariff level (overall performance to Level Placement Cambridge | Baccalaureate | Higher and Higher
(except | be indicated by Programme | Pre-U Certificate
Math) combined tariff points) Us & Diploma (Higher level;
Canada) since 2010)
Compulsory | Extended | AL | AS Advanced Higher
Higher
NA 5** [Skid [Skid D1
145 D2
140 A*
130 5* D3 7 A
120 5 A 5
115 M1
110 6 B
101 M2
100 B
90 4 C
87 M3
80 4 C 5 A
73 P1
72 D
70 5*
65 B
60 5* 5 D A 3
59 P2
50 4 B 4 C
45 5 P3
40 3 3 E C
36 D
35 4
30 D
25 3
20 E 3

Source: adapted and modified from

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ir/Standards of HKEAA qualifications/UCAS/ and
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ir/Standards_of HKEAA qualifications/NARIC/ ; NOT to be used
for direct comparison and conversion among various examinations.

Recognition of HKDSE by other countries, including Australia, US and Canada is in progress;
please visit http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ir/Standards _of HKEAA qualifications/UCAS/ for latest
announcements form the HKEAA. Information related to the recognition of HKCE and HKAL
results by various overseas institutes can be found at
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ir/ircountry.html.

For general information about studying aboard, please visit website of the EDB career guidance
service at http://www.edb.gov.hk/index.aspx?nodelD=1447&langno=1.
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Factsheet 8: Studying in UK and Preparation of Personal Statement

Articulation

® England, Wales and Northern Ireland have a 13-year primary/secondary school system and 3-
year undergraduate courses; students take GCSE at S5 and A-levels at S6-7. Scotland has a 12-
year school system. Students take Scottish Higher examinationsin S5.

® UK undergraduate courses have a duration of 3 years (4 years in Scotland), 4 years (sandwich
course/Engineering) or 5-6 years (Medicine, Architecture and Dentistry).

® UK universities are recognizing HKDSE for direct entry to undergraduate courses, using UCAS
Tariff (see below and Factsheet 5 for the conversion of Tariff points)

® Financia requirements, including course fees (undergraduate courses) and living expenses, is
estimated to be £16,600 in London or £14,800 outside L ondon annually; students can work part-
time for a maximum of 20 hours per week during the term time and full time during vacation;
they are also eligible for National Health Service (NHS) (with free doctor’s consultation and
free hospital treatment).

® Students having Level 1-3 in HKDSE can pursue study in Foundation/Diploma/Certificate (1-2
years):

B Higher National Diploma (HND) or Higher National Certificate (HNC): offered by different
kinds of colleges, which provide an academic and work-based training route leading to
degree programmes by gaining a qualification in specific areas.

W International Foundation Year: 9-month courses with direct entry route to 1% year in
university; suitable for candidates with Level 2/3in HKDSE and IELTS 4.5+

Admission Matters

® UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admission Service) is the national body through which
applications are processed for entry to full-time higher education courses (over 50,000 courses
at 309 universities/colleges) in UK.

® \With a payment of £11(for a single choice) or £21(for 2-5 choices), applicants can have a
through-train service of course search, application, track progress and offer confirmation. The
UCAS website is a research tool (taking Stamford Test for self-exploration), a gateway to
information (search and compare course profiles and entry requirements), and a way of
connecting with other applicants (by joining the UCAS student network).

® For asingle application, students may apply for 5 different courses, in different universities or
the same. Those applying for medicine, veterinary and dentistry can have a maximum of 4
choices for those courses, and one choice for other courses. For example, for medicine they may
choose four medicine programmes, with bio-medical sciences the back-up for the fifth choice.
Applicants can either apply to Oxford OR Cambridge, but not both!

® For an application, the applicant needs to complete five sections on the UCAS application web
portal: persona details, choices, education, employment (if any), and personal statement. If the
applicant is applying through a school, atutor should be invited to complete the reference report.

® Offers will be either conditional (if they are dependent on exam results yet to be received) or
unconditional, if results are already known. Once all institutions have made their decisions
whether to make a conditional offer or reject the candidate, the applicant should reply by
“firmly” accepting her first choice from the offers received, and “insurance’ accepting her
second. The latter should be a conditional offer with lower entry requirements that the candidate
is confident in achieving. If the offer is unconditional, the candidate should firmly accept her
first choice. She does not need make an insurance acceptance.

Chapter 6 -- 52



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure 6‘1\9

Recognition of HKDSE by Universities in UK

® Some universities have declared their requirements on HKDSE. Universities are autonomous,
they may take different approaches in their admission but UCAS Tariff has been used as
reference for all decisions so far.
® See below for the declared requirements so far available on the website of HKEAA. Note that
unlike the HK universities, which set minimum requirements, UK universities set actual
requirements — thus students achieving the stated requirements will be admitted, if they have
received a conditional or unconditional offer.
® English Language requirements:
B For undergraduate courses. IELTS 5.5-7.0; TOEFL 550 for paper based test or 213 or
computer based test
B For sub-degree courses: IELTS 4.0-5.5
® Other entrance requirements:
B Medicine:.  Biomedicah Admisson Tests or UK Clinica Aptitude Test
(www.admissi onstests.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/adt.bmat )
W [ aw: National Admission Test for Law (www.Inat.ac.uk )
Interviews, auditions or portfolios required for courses such as fine art, architecture, drama and
music. Portfolios may be submitted on-line. Institutions will normally not require overseas
studentsto travel to UK for interview for these subjects.

Tips on Writing Personal Statement

® Students are required to write a persona statement of no more than 4000 characters (including
spacing), i.e., app. 800-1000 words in length. The personal statement is a chance for students to
promote themselves and tell the universities and colleges who they are as unique individuals.

® Universities or colleges cannot see students' choices but all can read the personal statement.
It is important that the applicant makes reference to the subject area they are applying for,
not naming the university they hope to enter.

® Admissions tutors may expect to read the following information:

B Why you have chosen the subject area.

B \What interests you most about the chosen subject, what excites or motivates you and what
development you have beyond the curriculum related to this subject

W The relevance of the course to your career plans.

B Career-related experiences or voluntary work that are relevant to the subject chosen, and
skills and experiences gained through the process.

B |f you are planning to take a gap year, what experiences or development you plan to gain that
will contribute to your performance in the subject.

B How your various interests, such as the sports you engage in, have contributed to your
development, for example by indicating how you successfully manage your time, lead a
balanced life, or have developed team-work or leadership skills.

Give evidence rather than just stating or listing out posts or activities or mere adjectives describing

your character. 1.e, do not write “1 enjoy playing sport”, but better write “In my role as captain of the

volleyball team | have developed strong leadership and team-working skills’. Do not write “1 have

taken part in...”, but better write “Taking part in ‘X’ has enabled me ...”. The rule is, provide

evidence of your learning and development with details and elaborations of the process of

engagement and challenges overcome.

® Demonstrate keen and real interest, positive attitude and commitment through experiences.

® The personal statement shouldn’t be about how you “look back”, but how you “look forward”.

® Refer to Chapter 4 for examples of persona statements with advisors comments; learn (NOT
COPY) from good examples.
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Thefollowing isaBAD example:
B’ Inmy sparetime | read newspapers so | think that | would be a great asset to the course.’
The following isa GOOD example:

B ‘| believe that | will gain a highly marketable set of skills from the study of economics at
university. | have found economics to be a challenging and diverse discipline and | am
interested in both macro and micro economics. It is this variation of perspective, combined
with its real world importance, that makes economics an appealing subject to study at
university.’

® Useful tips and worksheets to aid students preparing their personal statements can be found at
the UCAS website: http://www.ucas.ac.uk/students/applying/howtoapply/personal statement/

Tips on Writing Reference Report

® Techniques and strategies in writing reference reports are very similar to that of writing
persona statements. However, counsellors or advisors (usualy, the career teacher or class
teacher of the applicant from HK) should give:

B Background of the school and position of the student in class so that universities can assess
the comparative capability of students, including the English language ability and subjects
that the student use EMI for learning.

B Detailed explanation and elaboration on student’s strength and potential. A standard, short
piece of reference gives an impression that the advisor is not keen in recommending the
student.

B Background information about the school, including the language used for T&L, profile of
students’ exit paths and relevant performance indicators in public examinations.

® Provide predicted grades of student performance in HKDSE that truly reflect the students
academic capability, which will be seriously considered by universities or colleges. Institutions
recognise that predications will not be 100 per cent accurate, but find these a useful guide.

® For acomprehensive guideline on writing a reference report for UCAS application, please refer
to http://www.ucas.ac.uk/advisers/online/references .

Other Particulars
® Useful websites:
B British Council: www.educationuk/hongkong
B UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admission Service): www.ucas.com
B Stamford Test by UCAS:
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/students/choosi ngcourses/choosi ngcourse/stamfordtest
B UCAStv (with case studies): http://www.ucas.tv/
B UKCISA (The Council for International Student Affairs): www.ukcisa.org.uk
B Recognized UK degree awarding institutions: www.dcsf.gov.uk/recogniseukdegrees
B Oxbridge interviews:
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate courses/how to apply/interviews/intervie
w_videos.html ; http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2009/091009.html ;
http://www.emma.cam.ac.uk/admissions/videos/interviews/

Acknowl edgements:

The HKACMGM wants to thank Katherine Forestier from the British Council, Nick Strong, Admission Selector from
Aberystwyth University and Mike Gibbons from The University of Manchester, for their full support in providing
information about studying in UK under NAS and strategies on writing personal statements and references.
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Factsheet 9: Studying in US

Articulation

® The American educational system comprises 12 grades of study over 12 calendar years of
primary and secondary education after which students are usually eligible for college
admission. A bachelor’s degree usually takes four year to complete.

® [nthe U.S, there are over 3,600 accredited institutions of higher education which offer more
than 600 majors. Note: law, medicine, and pharmacy only offered at graduate level. The
admission policies, requirements and processes are different at each institution. Students should
start their research on their schools that fit their academic and financial needs at least 12 to 18
months in advance to the term that one wishes to enroll.

® Each college and university determines its own academic year but usually beginsin late August
or early September and continues through May or June. Each year is divided into terms.
Typicaly, a school will have either two terms per academic year (semesters), three terms
(trimesters) or four terms (quarters). Many schools divide the calendar year into four "quarters”,
then designate three of those quarters (usually fall, winter, and spring) as the academic year.

® Undergraduate education is offered in public and private colleges and universities and in both
two-year and four-year institutions. "State universities' are run by U.S. states. Private colleges
and universities are funded by a combination of endowments, tuition fees, research grants, and
gifts from alumni.

® [n genera, there are two pathways to get a bachelor’s degree in the U.S. One can earn a degree
by attending a four-year college/university or by first attending a two-year community college
and then transferring to a four-year university/college to complete the third and the fourth year
undergraduate program. Most of the undergraduate programs are designed to be completed in
four academic years of full time study, giving one with arelatively broad education plus an area
that one has chosen as a mgor. Students are not required to choose a magjor until the end of
second year of either type of institution.

® The structure of an undergraduate program will generally consist of three areas:
1. Mgjor - The primary area of concentration
2. Elective - Areas of study that support a major
3. Genera education courses —Foundation of the degree, which includes wide variety of courses

in mathematics, English, humanities, physical sciences and social sciences.

Accreditation

® There are two oversight organizations, the Council of Higher Education Accreditation
(CHEA) and the U.S. Department of Education to regulate, approve or recognize higher
education institutions. A college or university that is regionally accredited indicates that an
institution meets standards of quality in its faculty and academic programs and credits are
more easily transferred from one accredited institution to another. Some special programs or
department within a college such as architecture, business, medicine, engineering, and
psychology and so on will be accredited by the profession’s accrediting bodies.

Cost and Financial aid
® Cost of study

B The range of tuition and fees may vary greatly from school to school, and there is no
correlation between the level of tuition and fees and the quality of an institution. Tuition
and fees are generaly higher for private universities than for state universities.
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B Living costs vary widely and depend on the location of the school and the student's
lifestyle. Living expenses are highest in large cities, in California, and in the Northeast.
Costs can be much lower in the South, the Midwest, and other areas.

The following table shows the average total expenses per school year:

Tuition & Fees Estimated Total Expenses
*2-year
US$6,150
Community College N/A
**Public 4-year
. Y . US$19,595
College/University US$28,130
**Private 4-year
College/University US$27,293 US$36,993

Source:

*Profiles of Community College, American Association of Community Colleges
**Trends in Higher Education Series, The College Board 2010

Financial Aid

Each U.S. university or college hasits own set of admission requirements, policies and different
types of financial aid available for international students and domestic students. The type of
financial aid available for an undergraduate program will be limited for international students
and there will be more resources at private universities than public universities. In general, there
are three types. merit based, need-based, and special talent based.

Need-based: financial aid is awarded based on demonstrated financial need of the applicant.
Merit-based: scholarships are awarded based on the students’ academic achievement in school.
Therefore, the students’ grades, test scores, and recommendation letters are important for these
types of scholarships.

Special talent based: scholarships are awarded for someone who demonstrates a special talent
or gift in a certain area. For instance, a talented athlete or musician might be awarded this type
of scholarship.

Most scholarships and financial aid are awarded directly by the college or university the student
is applying to. Therefore, students should check with individual colleges/universities for
available scholarships before making a decision as to which college/university to apply to.
Sometimes students are automatically considered for scholarships when they submit their
applications but most require separate applications, so it is important to ask the university or
college directly about their available scholarships, eligibility and requirements, and application
deadline.

International students are allowed to work on campus up to 20 hours per week. Students should
not count on employment to pay the major cost of their education.

Admission Matters
Four-year institution

For a four-year university/college, students should start the application process at least 12-18
months before your planned arrival at a U.S. college campus. The academic year generally runs
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from September to May or June. To be considered for admission to a 4-year college/university,
the student must be at least a secondary school graduate (Form 6). Most institutions require
TOEFL iBT (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS if English is not the students
first language. In addition, most universities require the ACT or the SAT for undergraduate
studies and sometimes SAT Il Subject Tests. Students should check with individual colleges for
specific admission requirements.

A completed application package for a 4-year college/university usually requires the following:
1) a completed university application, 2) required standardized test scores, i.e. TOEFL, SAT,
etc., 3) high school transcripts (educational documents that list all the classes you have taken
and the grades you have received for each of the classes), 4) letters of recommendation, 5)
statement of educational purpose, and 6) evidence of financial resources. Though each
university may have slightly different requirements, most will require the above.

Two-year institution

Two-year community colleges operate with “ Open Admission” policies which basically require
students to be a high school graduate or 18 years old or above. The application process takes
less time. For September fall term admission, students should plan to apply 6 months in advance
from the application deadline and be sure to check the admission requirements of different
schools that they are interested in and take standardized admissions tests. They should submit
application forms and supporting documents before the application deadline.

Students are usually required to submit high school transcripts, TOEFL iBT or IELTS score,
and proof of financial support for the first year of college.

School Application Procedures

Students may apply to as many U.S. colleges/universities as they want. Usually, students will be
advised to select three to five colleges/universities. (at least 12 months in advance).

Check schools' admission requirements and take required tests. Each school will have its own
admission requirements and required tests. There is a standardized application process for first-
year and transfer applications and it is available online at www.commonapp.org. Please be
aware that not all U.S. institutions are members of common app and you may check the member
list via the website www.commonapp.org/CommonA pp/Members.aspx. If you cannot find the
school on the member lists, you should go to the individual school website to obtain the
application form. Every school will have its own application deadline. Be sure to check the
application deadline of each individual school that interests you.

Complete application forms online. Make sure al necessary forms and documents will be
received by the schools' application deadlines.

Upon acceptance, apply for a student visa. Bring the letter of acceptance and 1-20 form issued
by the school with you to the visa interview. Over 98% of student visa applicants in Hong
Kong recelved visasin 2010.

Recognition of HKDSE by Universities in US

U.S. universities / colleges are autonomous; they have different admission policies and
processes at different institutions. They do not have a standard set of assessments to ensure
admission. They integrate holistic and comprehensive review to every applicant. Generally
speaking, they will consider not only school transcripts and standardized tests results, but
admissions officers ook at letters of recommendation, engagement in extra-curricular activities,
volunteer work and personal essays.

If students want to apply to U.S. college/universities, they should contact the admission officers
on the recognition of HKDSE and visit the school website for admissions requirement.
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Other Particulars

® Useful websites:
B Information Webinar: http://www.educationusa.info/edusa_connects/
B University Search Sites:
4 www.collegeboard.org
€ www.petersons.com
4 www.princetonreview.com
B Admission Tests:
€ www.toefl.org
€ www.collegeboard.com
¢ www.act.org/aap
W Accreditation (Council for Higher Education Accreditation): www.chea.org

Acknowledgements:
The HKACMGM wants to thank Ms Angel Lau, Education Advisor of Education USA for her full support in providing
information about studying in USunder NAS and strategies on writing personal statements and references.
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Factsheet 10: Studying in Australia

Articulation

The Australian school system is generally 12-year. The primary level comprises 6 or 7 years,

depending on the State / Territory. Senior secondary years, leading to matriculation, are Y ears

11 and 12. There are 39 universities in Australia; bachelor degrees are normally three or four

yearsin duration.

Australian Technica and Further Education (TAFE) providers, Registered Training

Organisations (RTOs) and a number of universities and schools provide vocational level courses.

The VET sector offers a vast range of options — from apprenticeship programmes to certificate

and diploma programmes and even selected degrees. Students completing VET courses can

enrol in the higher education faculties and receive credit towards a degree.

B Certificate (1-year) is the preparatory course for Diploma (equivalent to Year 1 of
undergraduate course) under the Australian Qualification Framework.

W Career-oriented; discipline/subject specific in bridging with university courses.

Foundation Studies are designed for international students. Students completing a Foundation

Study offered by its respective university (one-to-one) can secure a place of the undergraduate

programme. No public examination is required and mainly internal foundation assessment is

considered. However, note that people with residency in Australia is not eligible to apply for

Foundation programmes. A standard Foundation Study lasts for 1 year, but there are intensive

and extended programmes that have shorter or longer periods of study, depending on the

language proficiency of the student.

Bachelor degree has a duration of 3 — 6.5 years, depending on the area of studies (3 years for

Arts, Science, Commerce, Social Science; 4 years for Law and some Health Science; 5 years for

Pharmacy, Veterinary Science and Dentistry; 5-6.5 years for Medicine). For a 3-year Pass

Degree, an additional year (i.e. 4 year in total) is required for acquisition of Honours Degree

(research-based).

Two major in-take per year for various levels of studies:

B February in-take for ALL programmes

B July in-take for selective programmes

The basic cost of living in Australia is about AUD$18,000-22,000, depending on the state (the

Western states have a higher cost of living); the tuition fee varies greatly, from AUD$13,000

(e.g. Business Studies) to AUD$ 45,000 (Medical Studies). Part-time work of 20 hours/week is

allowed.

Admission Matters

No unified admission or application system is available for overseas students. Students need to
submit applications to individual universities/institutions.

Individual universities define admission requirements (guaranteed score, i.e., students having
the score from public exam (combined cert not considered) as stated can secure successful
application of various courses on their own. (For example, applicants may refer to the entry
requirements of University of Sydney at
http://sydney.edu.au/documents/future students/ug_acad req2011.pdf and check the AL
requirements for various courses for 2011 entry).

Recognition of HKDSE by Universities in Australia

Some universities have declared their requirements on HKDSE. See below for the declared
requirements so far available on the website of HKEAA.
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® Admission to Foundation Studies under NAS:

B Currently, students with 4Ds in HKCEE or above, with IELTS 5.5 (above 5 in all papers)
can be admitted.

B Under NAS, S.5 school leavers (without HKDSE) can apply for Foundation Studies. Results
will be considered case by case and school internal results will be considered ( 60 or above)

® An English Language requirement is an important requirement. If a student cannot meet the
requirement, some English courses (ELICOS) have to be completed before their principal
course.

® Other entrance requirements:

B Some courses like Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science may require students to take
additional medical admission tests or attending the interviews. Sometimes, additional
referees may be required.

B Courses like Design, Fine Arts and Music require students to provide a portfolio as proof of
their knowledge in the specific area.

Personal Statement

®  Personal statement isnormally NOT required for application.

® Sometimes, essays may be required for application to medical courses; topics may include:
B Reasons for studying Medicine
B What personal characteristics do you think a doctor should have?
B \Why do you want to be amedical practitioner?

Other Particulars
® Useful websites:
B Government official website "Study in Australia” for international students:
http://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au
B |DP Hong Kong: http://www.hongkong.idp.com/default.aspx

Acknowl edgements:
The HKACMGM wants to thank Mr. Calvin Chan, Senior Manager of IDP Education Pty Limited, for his full support in
providing information about studying in Australia.
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Factsheet 11: Studying in Canada

Articulation

More than 10,000 undergraduate and graduate degree programmes are offered at 95 public and
private non-profit universities and university-degree level colleges. There are two types of
bachelor degrees, the three-year Genera Bachelor's Degree and the four-year Honours
Bachelor's Degree. The Honours Degree, which is more specialized, requires higher
qualifications for admission.

Colleges are provincial. They offer programmes in applied arts, business, technology and
vocationa training varying in length from less than one year to 4 years. A diploma or a
certificate will be awarded on successful completion of the course requirements. There are also
colleges offering English language, university preparatory and university transfer programmes
which provide students with opportunities to gain credits towards their university degree. Some
of these ingtitutions also offer degree programmes.

Secondary schools run grades 7-12 in most provinces (Grade 12 equivaent to S.7 in HK), with
the exception of Quebec where secondary schools run from grades 7-11.

The range of tuition fees are C$9,000 - C$18,000 per year, with living expenses ranging from
C$7,000 - C$13,000 per year. Part-time work is alowed. For instance, in Ontario, the minimum
wage is C$10.75/hr; students are alowed to work no more than 20 hours/week on campus for
the first 6 months of their study and afterwards they can apply for off-campus jobs; during
reading week they can work full time; after graduation, they can stay and work for 2 to 3 years
to apply for citizenship.

Admission Matters

Students need to submit application to individual universities. In some provinces, thereis an
electronic system for application or joint application. For instance, in Ontario, applicants can fill
in acommon application form for Arts schools and make 3 choices with C$150, and each
additional choice with C$35 . Further details can be found through the links listed below:
B Alberta: Alberta Learning Information Service - Electronic Application Service
http://www.alis.gov.ab.call earning/ao/postsecondary.asp
B British Columbia: Post-Secondary Application Service of British Columbia (PASBC)
https://portal .bccampus.ca/render.userL ayoutRootNode.uP?uP_tname=Login_and Apply _
for_Admission
W Ontario:
Ontario Universities Application Centre: http://www.ouac.on.ca/
Ontario Colleges Application Service: http://www.ontariocolleges.cal
B Quebec (cégeps)
Montreal region: http://www.sram.qgc.cal
Quebec City region: http://www.srag.qc.cal
Saguenay/L ac St-Jean region: http://www.srasl.qc.cal
Conditional offer may be given to international applicants before public exam result release,
based on predicted HKDSE scores assessed by career advisors in schools.

Chapter 6 -- 61



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure 64\9

S
Recognition of HKDSE by Universities in Canada

® Each university in Canada has its own policy regarding admission requirements. See below for
the declared requirements so far available on the website of HKEAA.

® Requirements vary bfrom one institution to another, while academic performance is the most
important factor

® Proof of language proficiency may be required; TOFEL or IELTS (at least 6 or above for
undergraduate courses) required and score/level required by different universities vary

®  Other entrance requirements:
B Supplementary Information required for programmes including Business, Fine Arts, Music

and Film. Students need to submit supporting documentation.

Personal Statement

® [ngenera students are not required to submit personal statement.

® However, international students who want to apply for scholarships, especially those keenly
competed for, are required to write an essay with content including their personal/academic
goals, ambitions, future career plans, and/or reasons for application of the scholarship, and even

a book the applicant loves to read (around 500 words), a statement outlining their financial

needs (around 250 words), and a list of activities, achievements and related records (c.f.

OLEYSLPin HK)

® \Writing tips for these application essays include:

B Connect experiences, including those in academic area, community services and
extracurricular activities, to programmes that the applicant is applying for. Thus,
understanding the requirements of the programmes and unigue
characteristics/strengths/expectationsis crucial.

B An honest and sincere attitude is essential; the selection board also looks for candidates who
demonstrate creativity, leadership, and attributes such as willingness to step out of the
comfort zone.

B Persuade the selection board that the applicant is unique and have adequate energy, who can
contribute to the university/programme. Explain why one is interested in the particular
university that offers the scholarship.

B ALWAY Sfollow the instructions as stated in the application form. This is detrimental.

Tips on Writing Reference Report

® | etter of reference/recommendation, and nomination letter, will be required for application for
scholarships. The reference should be prepared by teacher/advisor who understands the student
andisabletoillustrate:
B Values treasured by the student
B |mpact of referee or school life on the student
B Development and growth of the student in various regards

Other Particulars

®  Useful websites:
B Study in Canada (Official website): http://www.educationau-incanada.ca/ ; see also:

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/index.asp

Acknowl edgements:

The HKACMGM wants to thank Neel Joshi, International Admission Officer from York University, for hisfull support in
providing information about studying in Canada under NAS and strategies on writing personal statements and
references.
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Factsheet 13: Summary of Entrance Requirements of Overseas Institutes
(based on information on http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ir/ircountry hkdse.html ; as of May 2011, subject to changes and update from HKEAA
website)

Table 1. Summary of Entrance Requirements of Australia I nstitutionsunder the NAS
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Table2: Summary of Entrance Requirements of Canada I nstitutionsunder the NAS
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Table 3: Summary of Entrance Requirements of Macau Institutionsunder the NAS
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Table 4. Summary of Entrance Requirements of UK Institl}i’ons under the NAS
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Table5: Summary of Entrance Requirements of US Institutions under the NAS

Informdrfdobeﬁeee release of HKDISE resulfts
Gener al Entrance Requli emen
(apart from SLP)
Consiji dcarant
Of fi cli al St ud|letht anjc ed

Instituticr&s | Leve|_ acadelmic Learsit mag d|i We bfso t eRe majr ks

aLtetv'saitEt:e/agiheEEIat”wgtf\;jh%d Rggomm e”dsrecomj f PO NI S

.- c:in tl(taainéah LD c®i'eééiy8n@e$s %enlosr Yeaher s ?l Hol der ?

Lan_Lrgrlw themaltbs(‘srsab? =Cut¥](JSe)C[S 1, 2 and first

9 g stugiles F term of Year
3

Oh|9 Wesllse a§1 3 3 Yes Yes Ye s Yes Yes www. owu . edu
Uni ver{sity -
Ore_gon S_Btat% 3 3 1 N o N o N o N o N o http:// dregopnst a
Uni ver|sity du/
Savannah
Coll ege 8f| A3t 2 2 2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes | www. scad. eduy
and De|sighn
The Uni Counseslclhoro | www. admijssi ons. u
North C Yes Yes officia fetsateYne]:esnnc.edu/ask_carol

. t— Y 4
Chapel Hi I}l etiml ?2i =229

decl argtion| of
Went wo|rt h finance| pragof ofiwwwi w. edu/ adimi
Il nstitlute oEach student is evalluarteesd] iYed| vivesall |l Engl i shYes Yes|ssions/iilnterpati
Techno|l ogy profic|] ency|, /[ index| ht ml
p as scpooryt
Chapter 6 -- 76



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure e%

e

I nformdedobeheee release of HKDSE resul|ts
Gener al Entrance Regquirements
(apart from SLP)
Consij dGagrant
of fi cli al St udletht aniced
Instituticr&s | Leve|_ acadelmic Lear st ag d|i W bfso t eRe mafr ks
aLtetv’Eitr?tZaSi hegelatrtemgt?\;?kl%d Rgfzomnn @ds rneacomj f PO IRk SE
S E?ainéah CrEileggivgnﬁd%Si%erniosr Yyeaher 5 () ? Hol der?
Lan_Lrgﬁ at'hemtaitti:-%r%ab?.:Cut%(JSe)c[s 1ye, 2 and first
9 g- st udles T term of Year
3
www. undergrald. os
The'OhlolS alte 1 1 1 1 Yes u.edu/aFm|SS|ons
Uni ver|sity nternationallind
html
univer syl o ErLE RISty
Wi s c é&Gm =|i n3 3 3 3 3 1 Yes Yes . . b
y/international /|
Bay
to.asp
take
. . : . . p: 3 [ 3 i
Yal e Universith stinction on the| HKDSE. Yes htt //ccEm|gSS|s.dnn
al e. edpur of-| ci e
cy exjlams
Nort hwe elr . adm. nojrth
thweskerm 5 5 Yes Yes www. U
Uni ver|sity westerpn. edu

Chapter 6 -- 77



Preparing Students for Successful Transition in the New Academic Structure

&

Table 6: Summary of Entrance Requirements of Korea I nstit

tionsunder the NAS

Geenr al Entrance Requirements
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Table 7. Summary of Entrance Requirements of Switzerland Institutions under the NAS
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Table 8. Summary of Entrance Requirements of New Zealand I nstitutionsunder the NAS
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